
Shiplake 
Annual Parish Meeting

May 2026
Parish Council and other organisations an opportunity to let residents know what they have been doing. 
Opportunity for residents to have a say on any topic.



Agenda
• Chairman’s Welcome. Apologies, Minutes 2025 

• Chairman’s Report  Shiplake Parish Council

• Presentation
• River Monitoring in Shiplake - Mike Crawford

• Break to grab a drink
• Recognising the contribution of Peter Boros TFAG 

• AOB / Closing Remarks / End
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Minutes of the last Meeting held in May 
2025
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SHIPLAKE PC 
CHAIRMAN’S 

REPORT
May 2026

Chris Penrose
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Your Parish Council

• Shiplake Parish Council 

• We currently have 4 vacancies-  
urgent to fix 

SHIPLAKE PARISH COUNCIL

Richard Curtis 

Roger Head

Chris Penrose

Joanne Stone

Roger  Hudson  
Parish Clerk

David Miller

VACANT

VACANTVACANTVACANT



Planning: Busy  

• 38 applications 

• 8 Objections 

• 3 SODC Planning Committee 

• 2 Appeals 

     *New Road 1x   1-day Hearing
      *Thames Farm 1x 10-day Inquiry
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Lower Shiplake has grown, even when 
we’d rather it did not 

Scale of change in the 

designated smaller 

village of Lower 

Shiplake*

2011 2021 2026
% change 

2026-2011

% change 2026- 

2021

Homes in Lower 

Shiplake* 
524 601 670 27.9% 11.5%

Homes in Lower 

Shiplake, excluding 

those gained or lost in 

boundary changes after 

2011**

524 550 621 18.5% 12.9%



Add in the housing in Harpsden on the 
Reading Road….

Scale of change in the 

designated smaller village of 

Lower Shiplake*

2011 2021 2026 % change 2026-2011 % change 2026- 2021

Homes in Lower Shiplake plus 

Developments on its 

boundary***

524 696 816 55.7% 17.2%

Homes in Lower Shiplake plus 

Developments on its 

boundary***excluding those 

gained or lost in boundary 

changes after 2011**

524 645 767 46.4% 18.9%



What have been major SPC’s 
successes since last APM?

• Footpath created opposite College linking the villages 

• New Road Appeal win co-operation with resident group & 
District Cllr

• Thames Farm Appeal co-operation TFAG –Henley & 
Harpsden

• New Website developer chosen (Website Energizers) and 
briefing underway. New website by end 2026

• Church Lane resurfacing Summer 2026 

• Playground at Badgers Walk upgrade late stage planning 
underway for delivery by end 2026

• Painting of the entry gates from the south, Summer 2026 

SHIPLAKE PARISH COUNCIL

Finance Year ending March 2026

Precept income  £35.9k

Grants  £  7.1k

CIL  £36.5k 

SPC Bank RESERVES end March 2026 
£180.5k 
 

Capital Spends in 2025-26

Footpath £28.5k



What hasn’t gone so well since last 
APM?

• 4 councillor vacancies - urgent to fix 

• APM attached to AGM - only 2 resident 
attendees

• Roads in poor condition many roads 
need basic repairs

• Thames Farm still an eye sore

• Outline application of 60 homes Pony 
Fields near Bolney Lane 
Deadline May 28th for Objection
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Spending CIL monies to develop Shiplake’s 
infrastructure

• Community Infrastructure Levy funds available to use now £96.7K

• Plans in 2026 

• CIL money must be spent on the provision, improvement, replacement, operation, or 
maintenance of infrastructure to support development 

• Playground- Badgers walk  major update 
60

• Website upgrade
15

• Paint the gates at entry and exit of Shiplake/Shiplake Cross 2.5



How can you help? 
Become a Parish Councillor

• Planning

• Investing in community infrastructure 

• Liaising with SODC, OCC, TV Police, Memorial Hall, 
Shiplake Primary and College, Sonning Quarry etc. 
stakeholders

• Shiplake Villages website

• Making grants

• 2 hours per month
• All volunteers, not-politically aligned
• Working approach is friendly, co-operative, and collaborative
• Parish Clerk does most of the administrative tasks of the PC
• Ideal councillor candidates have general management skills
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…..Or help as part of the Shiplake 
Villages website Editorial Team 

• Content management

• Moderation

• Site evolution 
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Annual Report of Shiplake, Harpsden, 
Dunsden and Peppard Sick Poor Fund

SHIPLAKE PARISH COUNCIL

• Distributes gifts for 
identified 
beneficiaries 
from those parishes

• 2024 

• 22 Hampers

• 5 Orchid/Chocolates

• 2025

• Vouchers
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Special Thanks…

  
SODC OCC Councillors

Shiplake Parish Councillors 

Shiplake Parish Clerk Roger Hudson

Departing Parish Councillors 
• David Pheasant (14 years: NP, Vice Chair, Comms, Planning)
• Ann Manning  (9 Years: Memorial Hall, Emergency Plan)

Comms Team
• Gareth Jones (Webmaster)
• Emma Burrows (Website upgrade)
• Jo Askins (Facebook)

And all who volunteer their time to 
benefit the residents of Shiplake.
Special mention for:

TFAG for Thames Farm and leadership of 
3 Councils and Appeal (including Peter 
Boros, Greg Stone, Alan Levinson, Adrian 
Mercer, Stephen Seabury)

New Road residents group Planning 
Committee and Appeal 
(including Rhiannon Davies, Karen Cooper, 
Mike Edwards)



PRESENTATION
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JOHN CRAWFORD
SWIM
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SWIM
in clean water

Shiplake & Wargrave Indicative Monitoring

John Crawford  •  2026



What's in our river water?

“Treated” sewage — every day

Untreated sewage overflow — when it rains

Agricultural run-off

Wildlife waste



Why does river pollution matter?

Rowers, kayakers all year round

Wild swimmers

Dog walkers

Some just like being by the river

A healthy river is important to everybody 



What information exists?
Environment 

Agency:

Official bathing sites only — not 

Shiplake, not even Henley

Thames Water:
Reports untreated sewage overflow 

events, but not E. coli levels

HoTWater 

(Henley):

Citizen scientists monitoring Henley 

since 2025

Our stretch: I have been monitoring at Basmore 

lane



How it works

Excellent  

≤500

Sufficient  

≤900

Poor  

>900



I publish results:

The HoTWater app

Web page



How can the parish help?

Setup + pre-season tests  £196

Basmore lane  £200

Marsh Lock 
£200

Extra tests for -

W & S Regatta, 

Wargrave STW
£200

Hopefully the parish will contribute.





Q&A
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BREAK 

GRAB A DRINK
10 minutes
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GREG STONE
TFAG
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PETER BOROS
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Peter Boros…. 
• Led TFAG since 2020

• Raised funds and built  >1100 petition, led TFAG steering group and discovered experts

• Worked with SPC (and then HTC and HPC) to fund technical reports

• Forced SODC Planning to not just rubber stamp post Outline PP matters on drainage and 
groundwater

• Held SODC, Thames Water, EA to account

• Led media and PR campaign 

• Chief strategist and document writer……

• Planning Committee, convinced them to refuse permission 

• Project-led Appeal Rule 6 (Lawyers Barristers, Expert Witnesses, 3 Councils, SODC liaison, 
managing Appeal finances approach)

• Communicated with residents every step of the way
SHIPLAKE PARISH COUNCIL
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And so…

• Please join us in thanking Peter and wishing him all the best for his new life in Marlow…..

• And recognise together our gratitude for his exceptional service to the residents of Shiplake 
Parish…..

• To mark this occasion and for the first time ever…..

• Shiplake Parish Council have unanimously agreed to make a special award on behalf of the 
residents of this parish …..

• Please raise your glasses….
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Thank You
• Shiplake Parish Council
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OPEN DISCUSSION 



Q&A AND AOB
May 2023
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